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The Big Hole River Foundation’s mission is to conserve, enhance and protect the free-flowing character of the Big Hole River, 
its unique culture, fish and wildlife.

2015 Events

April - July 2015 - 
Hyde Drift Boat Raffle

July 18 - Big Hole 
River Day

July 18 - Drawing for 
Hyde Drift Boat  & 
Montana Rodsmiths 
Fly Rod

Dear Friends of the Foundation

You are cordially invited 
to celebrate our 27th Anniversary at our

 Annual Fundraising Dinner on 
Saturday, July 18th

at the firemen’s hall in Melrose, Montana.
 

The evening will begin at 4 PM with social hour and live music 
followed by dinner at 6:00 and live auction at 7:00.

The highlight of the evening will be the drawing for the Hyde Drift 
Boat.

Dinner includes open pit roasted baron of beef 
by Ray Weaver and the Wagon Wheel Restaurant

with wine courtesy of Salvestrin Winery of Napa Valley.

The limited number of tickets are $25 each.  
Please reserve your tickets by July 15th

Call 406-560-7089 
Email bhrf@bhrf.org   

BHRF, PO Box 3894, Butte, MT 59702
On-line at www.bhrf.org Events

Your support of our mission 
is deeply  appreciated.

Big Hole River Day on July 18th is an all-day event with pancake 
breakfast, vendors, artists, fly tying & casting instruction, casting 

competition, kid’s events, brew fest and more.  Come early.
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Phone
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EMail
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Pres. tomwelsch923@gmail.com
Exec. Dir. mikebias@3rivers.net

Facebook
Big Hole River Foundation

It seems too soon, but mid-summer is here already. The summer solstice – the lon-
gest day of the year – was June 21.  Unfortunately, it seems we’re in for a tough ride 
through the rest of the summer because we’re starting in a hole and the rainy season 
is over.  

The USGS web site indicates that the long-term median flow for June 23 at 
Melrose, i.e., the flow rate that falls in the middle of measured flows over the long 
term, dividing those flows exactly in half, is 2,829 cfs but the actual measured flow 
on June 23 this year was 895 cfs, almost 2,000 cfs below the median flow.  

Conditions on the River will continue to deteriorate until at least the end of the 
irrigation season, in early September.  All we can do is hope for the best, and be 
thankful for the efforts of the Big Hole Watershed Committee and its far-sighted and 
cooperative rancher-members, who voluntarily will cut back on their water usage, 
in accordance with the Committee’s Drought Management Plan, to benefit the River 
and its fishery.

The outlook for your Foundation is much brighter.  The Board is on track to meet 
its ‘give or get’ goal for the year under the Foothills Foundation’s challenge grant 
and with your continued support we’ll make it.  Mike Bias landed a grant for the 
latest fencing project to improve habitat conditions along Moose Creek, an impor-
tant spawning tributary.  Mike has also begun drafting the final report on the fish 
tagging/movement study after Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks sent him their pre-
liminary review of the data.  We netted several thousand dollars on our raffle of the 
Sweetgrass rod, which was drawn at Kids’ Day in May, and it looks like we’ll do 
as well on the raffle of the Montana Skiff, by Hyde Drift Boats, to be drawn at Big 
Hole River Day, July 18 in Melrose. 

We expect this to be the largest and most successful River Day yet, as the notices 
elsewhere in this Newsletter indicate.  Please plan to attend and help make it a suc-
cess. 

Enjoy the remainder of the summer secure in the knowledge that you are helping 
to ‘conserve, enhance, and protect’ one of America’s great rivers.  We very much 
appreciate your support and assure you that we will honor the trust you have placed 
in your Foundation.

Tom
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Dear Members and Friends,

June started out cool and wet and has turned unseasonably warm.  Unless the weather turns cooler and wetter, we will 
be looking at implementing the Drought Management Plan and river angling closures..  Some sections of the Big Hole 
River were closed to angling during 2011 and 2013 and hoot-owl angling restrictions were enforced.  However, major 
angling closures had not occurred on the Big Hole since 2007.

There may be some beneficial caveats though.  Because of the wet start to June and unseasonably warm couple of 
weeks, grass grew quickly allowing some ranchers to hay earlier than usual this year.  This may lessen irrigation 
demands as we progress through July.  Less irrigation demand means there may be more water left in the river.

During May we finished spring sampling for our macroinvertebrate monitoring study.  We began monitoring 15 addi-
tional sites to determine, specifically, the contribution of private-land conservation management practices on stream 
health.  We will assess this by monitoring benthic macroinvertebrates among ‘pristine’ unaltered streams, degraded 
streams that are undergoing conservation management practices to improve their biological health, and degraded 
streams that are not undergoing any management practices.  This research will help fisheries managers conserve gray-
ling in the Big Hole River watershed.

We recently presented our Moose Creek Meadow Stewardship Fence project to Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Future 
Fisheries Improvement Program Advisory Board.  They unanimously recommended funding $3,000 towards this proj-
ect pending approval of the Fish, Wildlife & Parks Commission.  Montana Trout Unlimited, through the George Grant 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited, provided $5,000 and the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s Partners for Wildlife Program is 
also providing $3,000 towards this project.  This project will build on the success of past projects and will fence an 
additional mile of Moose Creek immediately upstream of Interstate 15.  Construction is planned for this fall.  The proj-
ect incorporates a 20-year grazing management plan and riparian monitoring before and after implementing this project 
to assess project success.  

We were successful in obtaining funding from the Norcross Wildlife Foundation and Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality’s 319 Mini-Grant Program to bring the popular Trout in the Classroom (TIC) Program to the 
Twin Bridges and Melrose Schools.  Aquaria and equipment will be installed and ready to raise brown trout in the 
schools by fall.

Planning and preparation is going full force for this year’s Big Hole River Day Celebration in Melrose on July 18th.  
Come out and celebrate the Big Hole River with us.  As always, THANK YOU for making it possible for us to “con-
serve, enhance, and protect” the Last, Best River.  Thank you for your time and support!

Respectfully,

Mike



Thank You
We are grateful for the following members and donors 
who have renewed or made recent contributions and 

gifts in support of our mission as of June 25, 2015.

Every effort has been made to maintain accuracy.  If we 
have made any errors, please call 406-560-7089 or 

email bhrf@bhrf.org.

Donations
Anonymous
Paul Moseley

Thomas Steen
Tom Welsch

Memberships
Pintler

Frontier Anglers
Hans Lund

Andrew Suenram

Maiden Rock
David Knowles

William D. Stover
Jeffrey Wolk

Free Flows
Judy Corbin

Dee Motor Co.
Thomas Mocilac

Pro Shine Cleaning & Restoration

Big Hole River Day
Sponsors

Devers Excavation & Aquatics, LLC
First National Bank - Butte

Frontier Anglers
Headwaters Fly Shop

Hitchin’ Post Restaurant & Bar
Hyde Drift Boats

Insty-Prints  of Butte
Mike Bias Fly Fishing
Montana Rodsmiths

Old Village Wine & Spirits
Quarry Brewing, LLC
Ruby Springs Lodge

Salvestrin Winery
Sportsman Motel, Cabins & RV

Sportswear & Design
Sunrise Fly Shop
Sweetgrass Rods
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Big Hole River Day 2015

This year Big Hole River Day will be even bigger and better.  We have added a 
brew fest component and several local Montana breweries are bringing their fa-
vorites.  Buy a Foundation logo beer glass with beer tickets and you can sample 
from the many different flavors they have to offer.

Schedule of Events

8-11 AM Pancake Breakfast
11 AM - 6 PM Vendors, artists, fly tying & casting instruction, kid’s activities
2-7 PM  Montana Brew Fest
3-6 PM  Annual Casting Competition with great prizes
4-6 PM  Music by King Friday Band
6-7 PM  Open Pit Roasted Beef Dinner
7 PM  Live and Silent auctions
9 PM  Drawing for Hyde ‘Montana Skiff’ and Montana Rodsmiths
  Fly Rod 
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New Board Members - Zac & Sarah Sexton

Welcome to the Board of Directors Sarah and Zac!

Sweetgrass Rod Raffle Result

Congratulations to 
Joel Adams, the win-
ner of our Sweetgrass 
Fly Rod Raffle.  Joel’s 
ticket was drawn by 
one of our attendees at 
Kid’s Day on the Big 
Hole on May 2, 2015.  
Joel is a life member 
of the Foundation 
and lives in Asheville, 
North Carolina. Enjoy 
your fly rod Joel!

A passionate fly fisher 
since his mid teens, Zac 
is active in bringing the 
importance of healthy 
streams and rivers to 
the forefront of people's 
minds and hearts. 

As someone who loves 
the way she feels in the 
wilderness, Sarah continu-
ally advocates for people 
of all ages to step outside, 
embrace, and improve the 
great outdoors. 

Winning ticket being drawn at Kid’s Day
Joel Adams 
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Kid’s Day 2015
Insects, live fish, and free floats made for a fabulous Kid's Day on the Big Hole this year! Each of the stations set up 
along the Big Hole River were staffed with people who are not only passionate about fly fishing but who are also pas-
sionate about the education of children. With each class, the children were given the information needed to be begin their 
lives as responsible and caring fly fishers. 



Page 7

Kid’s Day 2015
From an insect identification table (provided by CFWEP) with live, water-born creatures to river safety to fly casting, all 
aspects of fly fishing were touched upon, even the ever important river lunch, which consisted of grilled burgers, chips, 
and cookies! 

It was amazing to see the sense of community and support on the shoreline that Saturday. We are looking forward to next 
year and to the new passions that will be burgeoned from a simple yet enticing day on the river. 
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Hyde Drift Boat Raffle 

Big Hole River Foundation 
Drift Boat Raffle Ticket Order Form

     ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     Name

     ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     Address

     ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     City, State Zip

     ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     Phone

RAFFLE TICKET ORDER

WIN THIS BOAT!
Hyde “Montana Skiff”

Includes Deluxe Trailer, Storage Boxes, Seats, Oars, Locks, Anchor
 System, Front and Rear Knee Braces and Tie Downs

Tickets $20 Each or 6 for $100
Second Chance Drawing

Buy a bundle of six boat raffle tickets and receive one chance to win a 
Montana Rodsmiths fly rod

Drawing will take place at Big Hole River Day
Need not be present to win
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Annual Birding Along the Big Hole by Steve Parker

The 7th Annual Birding along the Big Hole took place on June 10th with a total count of 97 species observed.  A new leg to the day 
was added this year with the drive over the High Road from Melrose to Twin Bridges in the hope of finding some of the dry land 
species in the area.  We were rewarded with a Swainson’s hawk, clay-colored sparrow and many other interesting finds along that 
part of the trip.  After reaching Twin Bridges the group followed the Big Hole from Pennington to the Notch, to Glen, Brown’s 
Bridge, Maiden Rock, Wise River, Dickie Bridge, Fishtrap and then a lovely drive along the Lower North Fork Road to Wisdom.    
After dinner in Wisdom we stopped at the Wisdom Pond and were rewarded with a pair each of rudy ducks and eared grebes among 
a few other species.  On the trip home another new leg was added to find a few more forest species and we were rewarded in the eve-
ning with the incredible singing of a hermit thrush.  A long, but enjoyable day of birding ended as we watched a small group of elk in 
a meadow filled with blue camas.  Maybe next year we will break the 100 species barrier for the day.

Green-tailed towhee seen near Maiden Rock Bullock’s oriole spotted along the Burma Road

Melrose area
Raven 
Robin 
Crow
Savanah sparrow
Red Wing Blackbird
Starling
Cinnamon Teal 
Mallard
Cedar Waxwing
Yellow Warbler
N. waterthrush 
Willow flycatcher 
Sora
Catbird

High Road (Melrose-Twin Bridges) 
Raven
Savannah sparrow
Magpie 
SH crane 
Swainson’s hawk 
Lazuli bunting 
Prairie falcon
Killdeer

Clay-colored sparrow 
Mountain bluebird 
Cliff swallow
Barn swallow 
Sage thrasher 
Brewer’s sparrow
Vesper sparrow 
W. meadowlark 
LB curlew
Rock wren
Kestrel
Red-tailed hawk
Horned lark

High Bridge and Twin Bridges
E. Kingbird 
RN pheasant 
WW peewee 
Wilsons snipe
Yellow-rump warbler
Killdeer
W. meadowlark
Mallard
N. waterthrush
Robin

House wren
Mourning dove
Starling
Yellow warbler
Eurasian Collared-dove
House sparrow
Bullocks Oriole

Pennington Bridge area
Magpie
W. snipe
RW blackbird
Robin
Killdeer
Savannah sparrow
W. meadowlark 
E. kingbird 
House wren
N. flicker
Starling
Tree swallow
Spotted sandpiper
Rock wren
Rough-winged swallow
Bank swallow



Books by George Grant
Grant’s Riffle

Montana Trout Flies
The Art of Weaving Hair Hackles

$20 each plus S&H
Ten Book Series - see website $200

Columbia Fishing 
Shirts

Long Sleeve
in many sizes 

and colors
$50 + S&H

Montana’s Last Best River:  The Big Hole 
and it’s People by Pat Munday.

George Grant signed edition $59.95
Dave Whitlock print edition $49.95

+ S&H

BHRF Merchandise
The Big Hole River Foundation has books, logo fishing shirts, vests and hats for sale.  

To order, please visit our website at www.bhrf.org.

Jane Birckhead, CPCU
Executive Vice President

Hukill Hazlett 
Harrington Agency, Inc.4601 

Malsbary Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45243

Montana artist, Monte Dolack’s 
“Montana Grayling” posters 
These beautiful posters of 

Arctic grayling are worthy of 
fine framing

$25 each plus S&H 

Big Hole River Maps 
available in local 

shops 
or order online at 
www.bhrf.org for

$9.95 + S&H
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Our 2015  Newsletter and Corporate Sponsors - Thank you!

Hats
Black, Charcoal & 

Sage with 
logo

$20 + S&H
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If you would prefer to receive this newsletter in digital PDF format 
only, please drop us an email at bhrf@bhrf.org with the subject line 

GO GREEN

And don’t forget to sign up for our periodic on-line version of 
Free Flows at www.bhrf.org

Help save paper and printing costs by going green  

Ranching in the sense of making a living with grazing is 
often generational.  I am the fourth generation to be grazing 
cows on this drainage. The discoveries of several years are 
innumerable. For instance, my grandfather left the water on a 
hillside too long and slid the hillside down into the draw. We 
don't do that anymore.
 
The knowledge to irrigate different soils to grow a better 
crop with the same water is very cumulative.  The education 
of a good irrigator is lifelong. The first ten years are a good 
start, followed by varying degrees of competence with mother 
nature's yearly challenges.  

Soils and water are not as variable as some of the other ranch-
ing endeavors.  Organic contents, clays, loams, sands, and fer-
tilizers are fairly constant. The knowledge of past generations 
can be very helpful in manipulating these variables toward an 
economic positive.
 
Cows are an input of a more dynamic nature. The cows of the 
1950's were much shorter and fatter than the cows of today. 
Cows of today are between 1,100 and 1,500 pounds in their 
working clothes; taller, less prone to fat and more muscular 
than they were 40 years ago.  People in the grocery store 
don't want the fat they once did, so the cow changes.  A small 
discovery about this "new" cow is she still has to eat and 
produce on the same acreage of grass and sagebrush that was 
there generations ago. Today's cow must fit granddad's grass-
lands and Safeway's box. The production of today’s cow must 
make the producer happy as well as the consumer. 

Generations ago there was no great concern over the condi-
tion of the fishery in the river.  Fishermen came and fished 
and took fish home to eat.  Fishermen still come and fish, 
less eat the fish, and more are informed about where they are 
and what their fishing is.  Guides and outfitters do a far larger 
business here than they did three to four generations ago.  As 
a rancher, these fish things will stay or go according to the 
economy and public opinion, but if there is still water, there 
will still be fish and fishermen. 

The last two generations have had trouble with river users, 
fence, cow and irrigation related conflicts.  When you add 
two generations of conflict to today’s public access laws, the 
deck is stacked to create far bigger issues for a following 
generation of ranchers.  What is the rancher at the proper float 
distance from the boat launch to do with all of the toilet paper 
and human waste left on his river banks?  Can this be bal-
anced by the fisherman who picks up the stranded rancher and 
his kid and drives them home?
 
This river-fish-people interface will not be understood today 
or tomorrow.  I hope more understanding of fish and rivers 
will come with more generations of understanding river users. 
I fear that the self motivation of more users over time is going 
to make this far more important and much more difficult. 

Hans Humbert is a long-time board member of the 
Foundation and owns a cattle ranch near Wisdom, MT

Generational Ranching
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Please consider a fully tax 
deductible life 

membership gift to the Big 
Hole River FoundationI wish to support the mission of the Big Hole River 

Foundation by becoming a member or making a 
tax deductible donation.

Please enroll me at the following level:
______Free Flows ($25)
______Maiden Rock ($50)
______Wise River ($75)
______Pintler ($100)
______Grayling ($250)
______Life Member ($500)
______Memorial Donation (include information)
______Cash Donation
______Merchandise Donation 
To order by phone please call us at 1.406.560.7089.  To order online, please visit us at www.bhrf.org or mail 

this form to BHRF, P.O. Box 3894, Butte, MT  59702.

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

Email Address:

Enclose check or credit card #, code & Exp. Date:


