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The Big Hole River Foundation’s mission is to conserve, enhance and protect the free-flowing character of the Big Hole River, 
its unique culture, fish and wildlife.
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Feb - July Hyde Drift 
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Gear Swap

May 3 - Kid’s Day  
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June 14 - Birding 
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July 19 - Big Hole 
River Day

Second Annual Fly Gear Swap
April 18-19 Butte Plaza Mall                    

The Foundation will host its second annual fly gear swap Friday April 18th from 
5-8:30 PM and Saturday April 19th from 11 AM to 5 PM at the Butte Plaza Mall 
next to Herberger’s. 

Bring your rods, reels, lines, flies, waders, wading gear, nets, boats, rafts, pontoons, 
oars, fly tying matrials, gear bags, books, pictures, sun glasses, clothing and any-
thing else fly fishing related that you want to convert to cash.  Or donate your items 
to us and the proceeds will be used for our upcoming projects.

Each item will incur a $1.00 check-in and tagging fee.  All sale items can be 
checked in at the sale location, Sunday April 13 from 2-5 PM and April 15-17 from 
5-7 PM.

Proceeds will be paid within two weeks to seller by check at 75% of sales price. 

Consignors can price their items as they see fit and we accept a “first day” and a 
“second day” price if you wish to drop the amount in the event your item does not 
sell the first day.  

Don’t hesitate to contact us at 406-560-7089 or by email at bhrf@bhrf.org for more 
information.
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The first day of spring is a good vantage point from which to look ahead to the coming 
‘river year.’  At present, things look very good.  Snowpack in the foothills and valley 
floor has been plentiful since I wrote last and in the mountains accumulations are well 
above normal.  Barring unusual warming spells – too soon, too hot, too long, or too 
many, water should be reasonably available this year for all beneficial uses, including 
fish habitat.

The Foundation’s year looks good as well.  As Mike Bias points out in his message, 
he’ll be presenting two papers at the Northwestern Science Association’s meeting on 
the results of the scientific studies he’s conducted for the Foundation over the last 
several years.  Mike’s work has taken the Foundation to the top echelon of sources for 
science on the Big Hole River.  Corky Logan, our Operations Manager, has lined up 
our second annual fly gear swap for April 18-19 in Butte, the annual Kid’s Day event 
on May 3 in Melrose, and the annual Big Hole River Day event on July 19, also in 
Melrose.  Please plan to support the fly swap, Kid’s Day, and Big Hole River Day. 

Your Board of Directors has adopted an ambitious work plan for the next two years.  
Mike proposed refining the benthic macroinvertebrate study to focus on several feeder 
creeks thought to provide significant Arctic grayling spawning habitat.  He’ll be evalu-
ating the effectiveness of ongoing habitat conservation measures in those areas.  We 
will also be seeking funding and other support for restoration of the lower Moose 
Creek stream channel to reduce sediment and working with landowners in the area to 
expand our fencing program along the Creek.  Both efforts are intended to ensure that 
Moose Creek becomes a fully functioning tributary to the River.  Last year we worked 
with the City of Butte and Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks to construct a fish pas-
sageway on the South Fork of the North Fork of Divide Creek.  This year we hope to 
get the funding and make the arrangements to install a headgate at the upper end of the 
passageway and a fish ladder at the weir upstream of the proposed headgate.  We will 
also begin planning a ‘willow planting’ bank stabilization and protection project along 
a mile of the River just north of Melrose.  Mike will prepare the next edition of our 
Technical Guidance Series, Aquatic Insect Ecology and Management in the Big Hole 
River.  Planning is also underway for a video promoting the Foundation and its work.  

Time and money permitting, we also would like to begin laying the groundwork for a 
wildlife habitat inventory in the valley focusing initially on the River corridor itself. 

In addition, we are continuing to work with the US Fish & Wildlife Service on the 
Swamp Creek Siphon Project, which has been ongoing for several years, and will 
complete the informational kiosk at the Anaconda Sportsman’s Campground, where we 
significantly upgraded a boat ramp last summer.  

We’ve planned a busy year, and we cannot do it alone. We are always interested in 
your thoughts and suggestions.  Please take a moment and call or email the office with 
your comments. 

Tom



Executive Director’s Message
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Dear Members,

This year the first sandhill cranes showed up near my house on March 11th! For the last 6 years, they arrived within a 
day, or on, St. Patty's Day.  This year they were early by about a week.  Makes you wonder if they know something we 
don’t?  Regardless, it’s a sure sign that spring is on the way.  Yipee!

As many of you are aware, snowpack around the state is well above average thanks to great February and early March 
precipitation.  For the SnoTel sites around the Big Hole basin, we are looking at 161% above the 1981 to 2010 aver-
age snowpack!  As of March 18th, Bloody Dick is 156% above average, Calvert Creek 177%, Mule Creek 164% and 
Darkhorse Lake is 148%.  That is good news for the Big Hole as we head into spring and summer.

In looking at these high snowpack averages we need to be aware that spring runoff has the potential to also be high.  
Depending on spring temperatures, we can easily see another 2011 runoff year of over 11,000 cubic feet per second.  Be 
careful in and around the river this spring.

Science on the Big Hole continues.  I was invited by the Fishing Outfitters Association of Montana (FOAM) to pres-
ent a ‘bug talk’ at their Annual Meeting in Missoula.  During the second weekend in March, I presented “Montana’s 
Salmonflies” to the attendees during their Beer and Bugs Happy Hour.  The talk featured prominently our aquatic insect 
monitoring work on the Big Hole.

For more serious scientific presentations, both our abstracts - Evaluating Benthic Macroinvertebrate Assemblages in 
the Big Hole River and Tributaries, Montana and Movement Patterns and Growth Rates of Trout in the Big Hole River, 
Montana - were accepted for presentation at the 85th Annual Conference of the Northwest Scientific Association in 
Missoula at the end of March.  The benthic macroinvertebrate paper will present the results of our 7-year monitoring 
study.  The trout movement and growth rate paper was co-authored with Jim Olsen of Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
and will present the results of the fish-tagging study. 

Our science efforts will continue on the Big Hole this year.  Beginning in April of 2014, our bug study will change focus 
from a baseline survey of aquatic insects to evaluate the contribution restoration and conservation projects have on river 
health in the upper Big Hole.  

We are seeking funding that will allow us to launch our Big Hole River Habitat and Wildlife Inventory Project.  Any 
good business person will tell you, you cannot determine how well or bad your business is doing until you know how 
much and what kind of inventory - the amount and types of items - you have.  Determining how effective our conserva-
tion practices are as well as the ability to quantify change through time also requires an inventory.  This study will use 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to map and quantify habitat cover throughout the Big Hole River Watershed.  
Wildlife biologists will then quantify diversity and wildlife uses of those cover types.  This will be a cooperative effort 
between Montana Tech and the Big Hole River Foundation.  

We continue our fundraising efforts through proposal writing primarily and continue to seek new and necessary projects 
that will “protect, enhance, and conserve” the Last, Best River. 

Thank you all!

Mike



Thank You
We are grateful for the following members and donors 
who have renewed or made recent contributions and 
gifts in support of our mission as of March 25, 2014.

Every effort has been made to maintain accuracy.  If we 
have made any errors, please call 406-560-7089 or 

email bhrf@bhrf.org.

Donations
Robert Fox

William Good
Jack Holland

James Jacobson Family Fund
Bruce & Mary Ellen McPhee

Richard J. Parke
Robert Tranquada

Ray & Gloria Weaver
Tom Welsch

Memberships
Life 

Randall Holland

Grayling 
John & Judy Jacobson

Richard Turek

Pintler 
Doug & Carol Milender

Norm Zeigler

Wise River
Donald & Jacquelyn Brown

Thomas O’Laughlin

Maiden Rock
Per Brandin

Edwin & Maureen Kenney
John S. Nasstrom

Free Flows
James Coursey

Andy & Anna Belle Gaasch
Robert Gibson

Kirk Giloth
Larry Good

Thomas Kenney
Marshal Moser

Memorials
Heather Schermerhorn in memory of Chris Winter

Linda Lower in memory of Charlie Richardson
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New Board Members Welcome
We currently have openings on our Board of Directors.  

If you are passionate about conserving, enhancing and 
protecting the free-flowing character of the Big Hole River, 
its unique culture, fish and wildlife, please contact our office 
at (406)560-7089.

The Board generally meets the second Wednesday of every 
month at 6 PM.  

Steve is a physician/researcher and 
former medical school professor. 
He lives on the Big Hole near Twin 
Bridges where he works as a con-
sultant for several national medical 
organizations. He is an avid fly 
fisherman and banjo player and 
chose to live here full-time simply 
because he loves the river and the 
community.

Foundation Welcomes New Board Member 
Steve Clark

Toll-Free Line  Becoming Obsolete
After reveiwing the number of calls we receive each month 
on our toll-free line vs. the cost of keeping the line, we have 
decided to begin phasing out the use of the toll-free num-
ber and begin using our cell phone number (406)560-7089 
exclusively.  This decision was made due to the fact that most 
people now have cell phones with free long-distance call-
ing and we felt this money could be put to better use on our 
increasing number of on-the-river projects.

We expect that by mid-year we will be able to fully transfer to 
the cell number and cancel our toll-free service.  We sincerely 
hope this does not create a burden on you, our members.  If 
you need to contact us and wish not to incur the cost of the 
call, please feel free to email us at bhrf@bhrf.org with a note 
to call you back and a number and time when we can reach 
you.  

Thank you for your understanding.
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Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________ Qty: _______ Amount Enclosed: ________________

Payment: Check #_____ Credit Card No:_______________________________________________________ 

Exp. Date: ___________ Please include 3 Digit Code on Back of Credit Card __________

Suggested Donation $20 Each or 6 for $100

To order tickets by mail, fill out the form below and send to:
Big Hole River Foundation

PO Box 3894
Butte, MT  59702

DRIFT BOAT RAFFLE

2014 Drift Boat Raffle

Our sponsor Hyde Drift Boats has again created a Big Hole River 
Foundation Special Edition “Rocky Mountain” skiff for our raffle.  
Tickets are on sale now at area shops and from staff and board 

members.  Drawing will take place at Big Hole River Day in Melrose on 
July 19th and winner need not be present to win.

Last year your raffle ticket purchases resulted in over $10,000.  
Proceeds helped with our grayling and cutthroat restoration as well as stewardship fencing 

projects.  We appreciate your help in making this raffle a huge success.  Thank you! 

2013 Raffle Winner Peggy Guccione
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News and Projects
Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks

2013 Newsletter

Arctic Grayling Recovery Program
By Emily Cayer 

In 2013, Montana grayling conservation efforts included: initi-
ation of recolonization efforts in the Upper Big Hole Watershed 
near Jackson, MT; continued efforts of one of the largest con-
servation programs at a watershed scale on private lands in the 
country; The Big Hole Arctic Grayling Candidate Conservation 
Agreement with Assurances Program (CCAA), completing 
grayling population genetic analysis to guide conservation 
efforts in the Big Hole and Red Rock grayling populations, 
and continued Ruby River grayling reintroduction monitoring. 

Upper Big Hole Grayling Recolonization

Historic grayling population data from the mid-1980’s show 
that the upper Big Hole River and Governor Creek (a tribu-
tary to the Big Hole River near Jackson, MT) once supported 
between 1 and 8 grayling per mile. Because of degraded 
habitat and stream flow conditions, Arctic grayling have not 
been documented in these locations since the late 1980’s.  
Conservation activities in recent years have been directed at 
improving habitat conditions in tributaries and on the mainstem 
Big Hole River in the upper portion of the basin. Since 2006, 
approximately 11 miles of riparian fence was installed, 4.5 
miles of stream channel restoration was completed, 5 bridges 
replaced non-functioning culverts, 9 fish ladders were installed 

to improve fish passage, 11 irrigation improvement projects 
and 7 stock water systems were installed to increase instream 
flow, and riparian areas were treated for noxious weeds.

Monitoring efforts from 2006- 2012 in the Upper Big Hole 
River and Governor Creek resulted in the capture of zero gray-
ling, indicating that natural recolonization into these reaches 
had not occurred, or did so at low levels. As a result, FWP 
initiated a project to assist grayling recolonization into the 
Upper Big Hole River from 2013-2018 to meet the CCAA goal 
of expanding grayling distribution within 5 years of initiating 
the CCAA program. 

The 2013 grayling recolonization efforts in the Upper Big Hole 
included incubating gametes from the Big Hole fluvial brood 
stock using remote site incubators (RSI). Grayling gametes 
were collected on May 21 at the Axolotl Lake grayling brood 
pond. Fertilized eggs were transported to the Yellowstone 
River Trout Hatchery and incubated until eye-up stage. On 
May 31, 105,000 eggs were transported to 10 RSIs in Governor 
Creek, and five RSIs at two Big Hole River sites. Grayling fry 
were observed at each RSI site after 10 -15 days. These efforts 
will continue in 2014.   
 

Big Hole Habitat Projects

The Candidate Conservation Agreements with Assurances 
program (CCAA) initiated over 25 habitat restoration projects 
that address limiting factors for grayling in the Big Hole River 
in 2013.   Habitat restoration included projects that stabilized 
streambanks and improved riparian vegetation and channel 

2013 Arctic grayling egg collection efforts at the Axolotl Brood Pond near Ennis, Montana.

Irrigation water measuring device being installed to improve instream flows, and allow the landowner 
to follow their CCAA flow agreement on Englejard Creek, in the Big Hole Watershed.
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News and Projects
function,  riparian fencing, grazing management, developing 
off-stream stock water systems, installing fish ladders, devel-
oping numerous fish friendly diversions and removing non-
functioning culverts to restore habitat connectivity and fish 
passage, the replacement of non-functioning irrigation control 
structures and measuring devices that  benefit  conservation 
efforts to improve instream flows.  

Grayling Genetics

As part of the Status Review, FWP and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) have analyzed the most recent 
grayling genetics to determine the Big Hole River and Red 
Rock grayling effective population size, and determine trends 
in overall genetic diversity in these populations. Determining 
population trends in rare species can be difficult. Annual elec-
trofishing surveys for grayling yield varied results due to the 
large spatial scale of sampling locations and low capture effi-
ciency. Genetic analysis is an effective, alternative method to 
determine the health of fish populations. Using fish scales or 
fin clips, geneticists can look at the structure of a population, 
and determine its long-term viability. 

The results of the 2013 genetic analysis are showing that the 
Red Rock and Big Hole River grayling populations are geneti-
cally healthy with a high number of successfully breeding 
grayling. These genetic analysis results support the electro-
fishing survey data collected in these areas for the past few 
years, where higher numbers of spawning grayling have been 
captured during surveys. 

In September 2013, the USFWS initiated their Status Review 
of Montana grayling – gathering all grayling related data to 
assist their proposed listing decision. In 2011, the Center for 
Biological Diversity reached an agreement with the USFWS to 
move forward on listing decisions on 757 species, including the 
Arctic grayling. Under the settlement, a final listing decision is 
due in September 2015.

Ruby River

In addition to the efforts in the Big Hole, restoration work 
continued in 2013 with the goal of establishing a self-
sustaining grayling population in the Upper Ruby River. 
Reintroduction efforts in the upper Ruby river were initiated 
in 1997 when hatchery reared grayling were stocked in to the 
upper Ruby River from 1997-2003. From 2003-2008,  Remote 
Site Incubators were used to imprint grayling into the head-
water of the Ruby River with the goal of establishing multiple 
age classes that would successfully spawn and establish a self- 
sustaining population. Supplementation efforts ceased in 2009, 
and population surveys from 2009 – 2013 have documented 
natural reproduction and captured multiple age classes (ages 
1–5) of grayling. Natural reproduction and recruitment of juve-
niles into mature reproducing individuals for the fifth straight 
year is very positive progress towards the goal of establishing 
another fluvial grayling population in Montana.

2009-2013 Catch per unit effort from FWP electrofishing surveys for Arctic grayling in the Ruby River 
documenting 5 years of natural reproduction.

Hatchery Reared Grayling Stocked in Upper Ruby River Arctic Grayling
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Species Spotlight  ~  Western Toad (Anaxyrus boreas) Species of Concern-Montana Field Guide

General Description. The skin of the adult Western Toad is covered with 
small round or oval warts on a background color that is usually green or 
brown; the warts may be reddish-brown and encircled by dark pigment. 
Parotoid glands are oval and larger than the eyes, cranial crests are absent 
or indistinct. The eyes have horizontal pupils. Usually there is a light 
stripe down the middle of the back, but this may be absent or inconspicu-
ous in juveniles. The underside of each hind foot has two brown tubercles 
that lack sharp cutting edges. Mature males have a dark patch on the 
inner surface of the innermost digit ("thumb") during breeding. Males 
lack a vocal sac, however, they may produce a repeated chirping sound. 
Males rarely exceed 9.5 centimeters snout-vent length (SVL), females 
rarely 11.0 centimeters.  
 
The body and tail of tadpoles is black or dark brown, with the eyes about 
midway between the dorsal midline and edge of the head. The eggs are black, about 1.5 to 1.8 millimeters diameter, and are laid in 
long 5 millimeters-wide strings of double-layered jelly in two rows (sometimes one or three) that appear to be a single zigzag row.

Migration.  No information is available specific to Montana. Elsewhere is it known that the Western Toad migrates between aquatic 
breeding and terrestrial nonbreeding habitats.  Movement patterns are highly variable, with some individuals remaining in the same 
location for several days, then moving 50 meters or more on several consecutive nights.

Habitat.  Habitats used by Western Toads in 
Montana are similar to those reported for other 
regions, and include low elevation beaver ponds, 
reservoirs, streams, marshes, lake shores, potholes, 
wet meadows, and marshes, to high elevation 
ponds, fens, and tarns at or near treeline (Rodgers 
and Jellison 1942, Brunson and Demaree 1951, 
Miller 1978, Marnell 1997, Werner et al. 1998, 
Boundy 2001). Forest cover in or near encoun-
ter sites is often unreported, but Western Toads 
have been noted in open-canopy ponderosa pine 
woodlands and closed-canopy dry conifer forest in 
Sanders County (Boundy 2001), willow wetland 
thickets and aspen stands bordering Engelmann 
spruce stands in Beaverhead County (Jean et al. 
2002), and mixed ponderosa pine/cottonwood/
willow sites or Douglas-fir/ponderosa pine forest 
in Ravalli and Missoula counties (Paul Hendricks, 
personal observation). 
 

Elsewhere the Western Toad is known to utilize a wide variety of habitats, including desert springs and streams, meadows and wood-
lands, mountain wetlands, beaver ponds, marshes, ditches, and backwater channels of rivers where they prefer shallow areas with 
mud bottoms (Nussbaum et al. 1983, Baxter and Stone 1985, Russell and Bauer 1993, Koch and Peterson 1995, Hammerson 1999). 
Forest cover around occupied montane wetlands may include aspen, Douglas-fir, lodgepole pine, Engelmann spruce, and subalpine 
fir; in local situations it may also be found in ponderosa pine forest. They also occur in urban settings, sometimes congregating under 
streetlights at night to feed on insects (Hammerson 1999). Normally they remain fairly close to ponds, lakes, reservoirs, and slow-
moving rivers and streams during the day, but may range widely at night. Eggs and larvae develop in still, shallow areas of ponds, 
lakes, or reservoirs or in pools of slow-moving streams, often where there is sparse emergent vegetation. Adult and juvenile Western 
Toads dig burrows in loose soil or use burrows of small mammals, or occupy shallow shelters under logs or rocks. At least some 
Western Toads hibernate in terrestrial burrows or cavities, apparently where conditions prevent freezing (Nussbaum et al. 1983, Koch 
and Peterson 1995, Hammerson 1999).
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What Does That Mean? Aquifer (From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

The above diagram indicates typical flow directions in a cross-sectional view 
of a simple confined or unconfined aquifer system. The system shows two 
aquifers with one aquitard (a confining or impermeable layer) between them, 
surrounded by the bedrock aquiclude, which is in contact with a gaining 
stream (typical in humid regions). The water table and unsaturated zone are 
also illustrated. An aquitard is a zone within the earth that restricts the flow 
of groundwater from one aquifer to another. An aquitard can sometimes, if 
completely impermeable, be called an aquiclude or aquifuge. Aquitards are 
composed of layers of either clay or non-porous rock with low hydraulic 
conductivity.

An aquifer is an underground layer of water-bearing perme-
able rock or unconsolidated materials (gravel, sand, or silt) 
from which groundwater can be extracted using a water well. 
The study of water flow in aquifers and the characterization 
of aquifers is called hydrogeology. Related terms include 
aquitard, which is a bed of low permeability along an aquifer, 
and aquiclude (or aquifuge), which is a solid, impermeable 
area underlying or overlying an aquifer. If the impermeable 
area overlies the aquifer pressure could cause it to become a 
confined aquifer.

Aquifers may occur at various depths. Those closer to the 
surface are not only more likely to be used for water supply 
and irrigation, but are also more likely to be topped up by 
the local rainfall. Many desert areas have limestone hills or 
mountains within them or close to them that can be exploited 
as groundwater resources. Parts of the Atlas Mountains 
in North Africa, the Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon ranges of 
Syria, Palestine and Lebanon, the Jebel Akhdar (Oman) in 
Oman, parts of the Sierra Nevada and neighboring ranges in 
the United States' Southwest, have shallow aquifers that are 
exploited for their water. Overexploitation can lead to the 
exceeding of the practical sustained yield; i.e., more water 
is taken out than can be replenished. Along the coastlines of 
certain countries, such as Libya and Israel, population growth 
has led to overpopulation, which has caused the lowering of 
water table and the subsequent contamination of the ground-
water with saltwater from the sea. Many of these withdrawals 
are caused by farmers and industrial plants adding pollutants 
such as fertilizers and chemical waste to the aquifer's water 
supply, which quickly dry up the water and contaminate the 
soil.

The beach provides a model to help visualize an aquifer. If a 
hole is dug into the sand, very wet or saturated sand will be 
located at a shallow depth. This hole is a crude well, the wet 
sand represents an aquifer, and the level to which the water 
rises in this hole represents the water table.

In 2013 large freshwater aquifers were discovered under 
continental shelves off Australia, China, North America and 
South Africa. They contain an estimated half a million cubic 
kilometers of “low salinity” water that could be economi-
cally processed into potable water. The reserves formed when 
ocean levels were lower and rainwater made its way into the 
ground in land areas that were not submerged until the ice age 
ended 20,000 years ago. The volume is estimated to be 100x 
the amount of water extracted from other aquifers since 1900. 

Groundwater can be found at nearly every point in the Earth's 
shallow subsurface, to some degree; although aquifers do 
not necessarily contain fresh water. The Earth's crust can be 
divided into two regions: the saturated zone or phreatic zone 
(e.g., aquifers, aquitards, etc.), where all available spaces are 

filled with water, and the unsaturated zone (also called the 
vadose zone), where there are still pockets of air that contain 
some water, but can be filled with more water.

Saturated means the pressure head of the water is greater than 
atmospheric pressure (it has a gauge pressure > 0). The defini-
tion of the water table is surface where the pressure head is 
equal to atmospheric pressure (where gauge pressure = 0).

Unsaturated conditions occur above the water table where 
the pressure head is negative (absolute pressure can never be 
negative, but gauge pressure can) and the water that incom-
pletely fills the pores of the aquifer material is under suction. 
The water content in the unsaturated zone is held in place by 
surface adhesive forces and it rises above the water table (the 
zero gauge pressure isobar by capillary action to saturate a 
small zone above the phreatic surface (the capillary fringe) at 
less than atmospheric pressure. This is termed tension satura-
tion and is not the same as saturation on a water content basis. 
Water content in a capillary fringe decreases with increasing 
distance from the phreatic surface. The capillary head depends 
on soil pore size. In sandy soils with larger pores, the head 
will be less than in clay soils with very small pores. The nor-
mal capillary rise in a clayey soil is less than 1.80 m (six feet) 
but can range between 0.3 and 10 m (1 and 30 ft). 

The capillary rise of water in a small diameter tube is this 
same physical process. The water table is the level to which 
water will rise in a large-diameter pipe (e.g., a well) that goes 
down into the aquifer and is open to the atmosphere.



Books by George Grant
Grant’s Riffle

Montana Trout Flies
The Art of Weaving Hair Hackles

$20 each plus S&H
Ten Book Series - see website $200

Columbia Fishing 
Shirts

Long Sleeve
in many sizes 

and colors
$50 + S&H

Montana’s Last Best River:  The Big Hole 
and it’s People by Pat Munday.

George Grant signed edition $59.95
Dave Whitlock print edition $49.95

+ S&H

BHRF Merchandise
Books - The Big Hole River Foundation has books, fishing shirts and hats for sale.  To order, please visit our website at www.bhrf.org or call 

us toll free at 406.560.7089 or  email us at bhrf@bhrf.org and we will return your call.

Jane Birckhead, CPCU
Executive Vice President

Hukill Hazlett 
Harrington Agency, Inc.4601 

Malsbary Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45243

Montana artist, Monte Dolack’s 
“Montana Grayling” posters 
These beautiful posters of 

Arctic grayling are worthy of 
fine framing

$25 each plus S&H 

Big Hole River Maps 
available in local 

shops 
or order online at 
www.bhrf.org for

$9.95 + S&H
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Our Newsletter and Corporate Sponsors - Thank you!

Hats
Sage with 

logo

$20 + S&H
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Best Aquatic Habitat 
Project: Middle School 

Natural Springs

Grace McDonnell, 8th 
grade, Townsend Middle 
School, Townsend, MT 

Big Hole River Foundation 2014 Science Fair Award Winners

Best Aquatic Habitat 
Project: High School

Aquatic Food Web of 
MPG Ranch Pond

Ma Vang, 12th grade, 
Big Sky High School, 

Missoula, MT

Each year board and staff members judge the annual Montana Tech science fair and choose the winners of 
the Best Aquatic Habitat projects for middle and high school age youngsters.  The winners are given a one-
year complimentary membership to the Big Hole River Foundation as well as a cash award in recognition 

of their aquatic projects.  Congratulations to this year’s winners Grace  McDonnel and Ma Vang.

Online Auction Begins April 1, 2014
We have two fantastic items to be auctioned in a silent bid format online beginning on April 1, 2014 with the first ending at noon on 
May 15, 2014 and the second ending at noon on June 30, 2014.  Silent bids can be made by visiting our website at www.bhrf.org, by 
email to bhrf@bhrf.org or by phone at (406)560-7089.  Updates of the highest bids received to date will be posted regularly on our 
website and Facebook pages.  The highest bids received on each item by noon Mountain Daylight Time (MDT) on their respective 
ending dates will be considered the winner of the items.  The winning bidders will be notified by email shortly after the auction ends.

Our first silent auction item is a Hardy Angel 2,  9’ 6wt 4pc fly rod donated by Edward Wolff to 
be used specifically for this auction.  The rod has a fast, crisp action that can significantly increase 
your casting range, accuracy and presentation with fast tip action and incomparable loop formation, 
low profile internal spigot for improved power transfer, beautiful cork and nickel stoppers, unique 
anodized locking reel seat with Texalium insert and a slim profile blank to reduce wind drag.  This 
auction will begin April 1 and end at noon MDT on May 15, 2014 in time for the opening of trout 
season.

Our second silent auction item is a framed and matted shadow box of 26 hand woven flies tied by George Grant as 
well as a canvas print of George in 1933 fishing near Dewey.  George donated this framed shadow box for a local 
fund raiser in Butte in the early 90’s.  Howard Obenhoff purchased the shadow box at that event and has kept it 
hanging in his home for the past 20 years.  He has graciously donated this beautiful collectors item to the Founda-
tion to use for fund raising purposes.  Todd Collins has donated the canvas print as a companion to the shadow box. 
This auction will begin April 1 and end at noon MDT on June 30, 2014.
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Permit No. 50

Please consider a fully tax 
deductible life 

membership gift to the Big 
Hole River FoundationI wish to support the mission of the Big Hole River 

Foundation by becoming a member or making a 
tax deductible donation.

Please enroll me at the following level:
______Free Flows ($25)
______Maiden Rock ($50)
______Wise River ($75)
______Pintler ($100)
______Grayling ($250)
______Life Member ($500)
______Memorial Donation (include information)
______Cash Donation
______Merchandise Donation 
To order by phone please call us at 1.406.560.7089.  To order online, please visit us at www.bhrf.org or mail 

this form to BHRF, P.O. Box 3894, Butte, MT  59702.

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

Email Address:

Enclose check or credit card #, code & Exp. Date:


